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SUBJECT: MINTOFF STATEMENTS ON LIBYA-MALTA MEDIAN LINE DISPUTE 

REF: TRIPOLI 0720 

1. GOM PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF MADE TWO WRITTEN PARLIAMENTARY 
REPLIES ON AUGUST 1 1 TO QUESTIONS FROM THE OPPOSITION NATIONALIST 
PARTY ABOUT THE MEDIAN LINE DISPUTE WITH LIBYA. 

2. THE FIRST QUESTION, WHICH CONCERNED POSSIBLE DRILLING OPERATIONS 
BY EXXON IN THE DISPUTED AREA, AND MINTOFF'S REPLY WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) QUESTION: "CAN THE PRIME MINISTER STATE WHETHER EXXON HAS 

BEGUN OIL EXPLORATION AND DRILLING OPERATIONS IN 
THE CONCESSION AREA GIVEN TO IT BY THE LIBYAN 
GOVERNMENT, AND WHICH FORMS PART OF THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF FALLING UNDER MALTA'S FULL SOVEREIGNTY? IF 
IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, WHAT IS THE (MALTESE) GOVERNMENT’S 
REACTION? 
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(B) ANSWER: "WE KNOW THAT LIBYA GAIVE AN OIL DRILLING 
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CONCESSION TO THE OIL COMPANY EXXON IN AN AREA 
CLAIMED BY MALTA; IUST AS WE KNOW THAT MALTA ALSO 
HAS GIVEN A CONCESSION IN AN AREA CLAIMED BY LIBYA. 

ON THIS ISSUE THERE IS AS YET NO AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT. 

WE HAVE BEEN ASSURED BY EXXON THEMSELVE"X!D0)-0526 
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